Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 01 1201 
ORIGIN E A- 1 2 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-02 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 PA-02 PRS-OI SP-02 SS-I5 NSCE-00 
SSO-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 ACDA-I2 /062 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/K:EMISCH:FLW 
APPROVED BY EA/K - MR. RICH 
EA/J - MR. FEATHERSTONE 
EUR/RPE - MR. FROEBE 

023753 I6I848Z/45 

OR I6I826ZJAN78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY SEOUL IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO IMMEDIATE 
CINCPAC IMMEDIATE 
INFO USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
ALL NATO CAPITALS 
USNMR SHAPE 

UNCLAS STATE 01 1201 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD, SHAPE EOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MARR, KS, US, NATO 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT ON DEPLOYMENT OF TROOPS 
WITHDRAWN FROM KOREA 

REE: STATE 10717 (NOTAL) 

1. JANUARY 13 PRESIDENTIAL MEETING WITH NON- WASHINGTON 

NEWS EDITORS AND NEWS DIRECTORS INCLUDED FOLLOWING EXCHANGE 
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ON THE EUTURE USE OF TROOPS TO BE WITHDRAWN FROM SOUTH 
KOREA: 

BEGIN TEXT 

Q: MR. PRESIDENT, STEVE FRADY FROM CARSON CITY, NEVADA. 

DO YOU INTEND TO USE THE TROOPS LEAVING SOUTH KOREA TO MEET 
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THE PLEDGE YOU MADE TO THE NATO NATIONS? 

THE PRESIDENT: YES. THOSE TROOPS WILL PROBABLY COME 
BACK TO OUR COUNTRY TO A STAGING AREA. WE WILL INCREASE 
IN THE NATO AREA OUR TROOP PLACEMENT IN THIS L8-MONTH 
PERIOD, ABOUT 8,000. WE NOW HAVE ABOUT 210,000, ROUGHLY, 
SOLDIERS IN EUROPE, AND ROUGHLY 300,000 IN ALL, INCLUDING 
THE AIR FORCE AND THE NAVY, PLUS ANOTHER 50,000 APPROXI- 
MATELY IN SHIPS, AROUND THE EUROPEAN THEATER. 

BUT WE ARE TRYING, ALSO,AT THE SAME TIME, TO MAKE A 
MORE EFFICIENT USE OF OUR MONEY. WE WILL REDUCE SUB- 
STANTIALLY THE PROJECTED DEFENSE EXPENDITURES BELOW WHAT 
PRESIDENT FORD HAD PROJECTED FOR 1979. BUT AT THE SAME 
TIME, WE WILL HAVE A REAL GROWTH OF THE INFLATION RATE OF 
ABOUT 3 PERCENT IN OUTLAYS OR EXPENDITURES THIS COMING 
FISCAL YEAR. 

WE ARE TRYING TO CUT DOWN WASTE, AND WE ARE TRYING TO 
ORIENT OUR FORCES WHERE THEY ARE MOST NEEDED. END TEXT 

2. THE WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN WILL MAKE THE FOLLOWING 
CLARIFYING STATEMENT JANUARY 16: BEGIN TEXT: THE 
PRESIDENT DID NOT MEAN TO IMPLY THAT ELEMENTS OF THE 
SECOND DIVISION WILL BE SENT TO NATO. ANY INCREASES IN 
OUR NATO FORCES WILL COME FROM ELSEWHERE. 
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RATHER, THE PRESIDENT MEANT TO SUGGEST THAT THE SECOND 
DIVISION, WHEN STAGED IN THE U.S., COULD MEET CONTINGEN- 
CIES IN NATO AS WELL AS EAST ASIA. BUT IT WILL MOST 
DEFINITELY REMAIN A DIVISION AVAILABLE FOR COMBAT TO MEET 
OUR ASIAN SECURITY COMMITMENT, IN CASE THE NEED ARISES. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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NEWS EDITORS AND NEWS DIRECTORS INCLUDED FOLLOWING EXCHANGE 
ON THE FUTURE USE OF TROOPS TO BE WITHDRAWN FROM SOUTH 
KOREA: 

BEGIN TEXT 

Q: MR. PRESIDENT, STEVE FRADY FROM CARSON CITY, NEVADA. 

DO YOU INTEND TO USE THE TROOPS LEAVING SOUTH KOREA TO MEET 
THE PLEDGE YOU MADE TO THE NATO NATIONS? 

THE PRESIDENT: YES. THOSE TROOPS WILL PROBABLY COME 
BACK TO OUR COUNTRY TO A STAGING AREA. WE WILL INCREASE 
IN THE NATO AREA OUR TROOP PLACEMENT IN THIS L8-MONTH 
PERIOD, ABOUT 8,000. WE NOW HAVE ABOUT 210,000, ROUGHLY, 
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SOLDIERS IN EUROPE, AND ROUGHLY 300,000 IN ALL, INCLUDING 
THE AIR EORCE AND THE NAVY, PLUS ANOTHER 50,000 APPROXI- 
MATELY IN SHIPS, AROUND THE EUROPEAN THEATER. 

BUT WE ARE TRYING, ALSO,AT THE SAME TIME, TO MAKE A 
MORE EEFICIENT USE OE OUR MONEY. WE WILL REDUCE SUB- 
STANTIALLY THE PROJECTED DEEENSE EXPENDITURES BELOW WHAT 
PRESIDENT EORD HAD PROJECTED EOR 1979. BUT AT THE SAME 
TIME, WE WILL HAVE A REAL GROWTH OE THE INELATION RATE OE 
ABOUT 3 PERCENT IN OUTLAYS OR EXPENDITURES THIS COMING 
EISCAL YEAR. 

WE ARE TRYING TO CUT DOWN WASTE, AND WE ARE TRYING TO 
ORIENT OUR EORCES WHERE THEY ARE MOST NEEDED. END TEXT 

2. THE WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN WILL MAKE THE EOLLOWING 
CLARIEYING STATEMENT JANUARY 16: BEGIN TEXT: THE 
PRESIDENT DID NOT MEAN TO IMPLY THAT ELEMENTS OE THE 
SECOND DIVISION WILL BE SENT TO NATO. ANY INCREASES IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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OUR NATO FORCES WILL COME EROM ELSEWHERE. 

RATHER, THE PRESIDENT MEANT TO SUGGEST THAT THE SECOND 
DIVISION, WHEN STAGED IN THE U.S., COULD MEET CONTINGEN- 
CIES IN NATO AS WELL AS EAST ASIA. BUT IT WILL MOST 
DEEINITELY REMAIN A DIVISION AVAILABLE EOR COMBAT TO MEET 
OUR ASIAN SECURITY COMMITMENT, IN CASE THE NEED ARISES. 
CHRISTOPHER UNQUOET CHRISTOPHER 
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